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Compliance Assessment for Sustainability
Regulations for Food and Beverage Companies

Quick Facts
Summary
The food and beverage industry is subject
to intensive regulation, making compliance a real challenge. But it’s essential
to business sustainability, especially as
compliance deadlines for the European
legislation Registration, Evaluation, Authorization, and Restriction of Chemicals
(REACH) loom. SAP can help by performing a compliance assessment for
sustainability regulations that evaluates
your current compliance level and helps
you develop a strategic plan for ensuring
ongoing compliance.

Business Challenges
• Increasingly complex regulations
• Rising compliance costs and risks
• IT landscapes and processes that
aren’t optimized for compliance
Key Features
• Initialization – Get an overview of substance- and product-related regulations
you must comply with
• Analysis – Assess the current state of
your IT landscape and processes relative
to compliance requirements; identify
issues
• Conception – Define optimal,
regulatory-compliant processes and
an appropriate “to be” IT landscape;
obtain a transformation road map
• Summary – Get an overview of assessment results in a management summary; review the transformation road
map

Business Benefits
• Understand the challenges associated
with substance- and product-related
regulations while gaining a greater
awareness of their business impact
• Assess and evaluate your compliance
situation, including the risks of noncompliance in processes and systems
• Develop a sustainable, aﬀordable
compliance strategy, road map, and
IT landscape leveraging existing IT
investments
• Minimize compliance costs, especially
for business processes and IT
• Safeguard your license to operate
and help ensure market access
• Turn compliance into a business
opportunity by gaining the ability to
serve new markets
For More Information
Contact your SAP sales representative,
or visit us online at
www.sapsustainabilitytoday.com.

Few industries are challenged with the same level of regulatory
oversight as the food and beverage industry. Are you 100%
confident that you’re aware of all compliance obligations in the
markets you serve – and meet them consistently? Do you know
the business ramifications and costs of compliance failures?
What if you could quickly gain the insights and road maps needed
to make informed decisions to optimize compliance processes
with the right IT investments?
SAP can help you accelerate along the
path to sustainable compliance by providing a comprehensive compliance
assessment for sustainability regulations.
We’ve all read about the numerous public
scandals that have given urgency to this
topic – and thanks to new and pending
legislation, you can expect the pressure
to optimize compliance to intensify. In
the United States, for instance, you must
comply with the myriad of regulations
created by the Food Chemicals Codex
and the Food and Drug Administration,
which include “Generally Recognized as
Safe” (GRAS) approvals for substances. In
addition, you must comply with European
Union decrees, such as 2000/13/EG
governing the labeling, presentation, and
advertising of foodstuﬀs. And if you are
operating in Europe, you may also need
to comply with the complex European
legislation called REACH – the Registration, Evaluation, Authorization, and
Restriction of Chemicals.
As a food or beverage producer, you
may not have to worry about complying
with REACH as far as your products,
additives, or preservatives are concerned.
However, you must ensure compliance
with regard to packaging – and to do so,
you must establish complex new processes in time to meet deadlines in 2011,
2013, and 2018. For example, food companies must ensure that the chemicals
their preparations contain have been
registered by the respective supplier if
their use of those chemicals exceeds a

certain amount per year. Food producers
may also need to track the volume of
their substances in preparations and
assess notification and information obligations, among other requirements.
Going forward, you should expect
more of the same. REACH is being used
as a model for other areas – for example,
the United States and China plan to implement similar regulations. The impact
that laws like REACH have on your business will only increase – as will the
serious penalties for noncompliance.
But when facilitated by the right
processes and enabling technologies,
compliance can lead to better business
practices, improved performance, and
a competitive advantage. That’s the goal
of the compliance assessment for sustainability regulations oﬀered by SAP
consultants: to help you define the optimal and most cost-eﬃcient approach
to complying with regulations, resulting
in a standardized way of managing compliance that reduces risk and delivers
unique value to your business.
DEVELOPING A WAY TO ENSURE AND
MAINTAIN COMPLIANCE
After analyzing and documenting the
product safety and REACH compliance
requirements impacting your business,
our consultants give you a clear view of
your current compliance status, as well
as the business risks associated with
noncompliance. In addition, we suggest

ways to safeguard your license to operate and propose a new or modified IT
landscape that integrates compliance
requirements into regular IT operations.
We deliver these recommendations in:
• A transformation road map for creating a compliant business and IT
landscape
• A concrete proposal for a high-level “to
be” solution landscape that shows how
to integrate key compliance software
into your existing IT and process
environment
• A management summary containing
all the results of the compliance assessment for sustainability regulations
Based on the recommendations for your
specific situation, SAP consultants can
also deliver fixed-price services that
support optimized processes and reduce
total cost of implementation and total
cost of ownership. The processes that
SAP® software supports are based on
proven best practices for product safety,
REACH compliance, global label management, dangerous goods management,
and health and safety management.
Deploying the recommended SAP software according to the transformation
road map developed by your consulting
team gives you a ready-to-run solution
that typically covers over 80% of business
requirements without customization. You
can further optimize the solution via customization services, if required.
A COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT
A comprehensive compliance assessment for sustainability regulations from
SAP covers every area of your business
that’s impacted by REACH and other
environmental regulations in the markets
you serve. Conducted as a workshop
using questionnaire-based consulting,
an assessment is typically completed
within two to three weeks, depending on
circumstances.

Product Compliance and Recipe
Management
Our consultants will assess your company’s ability to comply with regulations
governing activities such as:
• Recipe and formula management,
including materials management in
combination with a specification database, so you have complete data available and an environment, health, and
safety engine to perform calculations
and checks
• Ensuring the marketability for products
by performing compliance checks (for
example, checking for ingredients forbidden or explicitly allowed in specific
target markets)
• Allergen tracking
• Following special requirements, such
as verifying that preparations and
foods are kosher

Dangerous Goods Management
In the food industry, it’s surprising what
regulators can consider a dangerous
good – for example, concentrated orange
juice is a regulated substance. So you
must be vigilant about ensuring ongoing
compliance as regulatory changes occur.
Our team will assess your ability to:
• Maintain data for dangerous basic
materials
• Maintain and load (using regulatory
content oﬀerings from SAP) basic data
on dangerous goods based on local,
regional, and worldwide legislations
• Update this data regularly according
to regulatory requirements (typically
biennially)
• Classify products and provide information about dangerous goods to
transportation companies and thirdparty logistics providers

Labeling of Food Products
Labeling of foods and beverages must
meet the country-specific requirements
of diﬀerent markets – and these requirements are subject to change. We’ll determine your current level of compliance
with requirements for:
• Food standards and labeling
• Nutrition labeling
• Allergen labeling
• Preparation proposals
• Labeling for special storage conditions
or conditions of use

Health and Safety Management
Failing to comply with health and safety
regulations can quickly put your food or
beverage company out of business. To
help protect the sustainability of your
company, SAP consultants will analyze
and assess your ability to:
• Assess, qualify, and manage vendor
safety data sheets
• Maintain substance and workplace
data needed for complete health and
safety information
• Derive measures for safe operations
(by assessing your standard operating
procedures) and indicate what data set
is necessary for optimized process
execution

KEY BENEFITS
A compliance assessment for sustainability regulations from SAP helps you
ensure business continuity and competitiveness – all while minimizing compliance
risks and costs. At the same time, you
can:
• Assess and evaluate your compliance
situation – including the business risks
of noncompliance in processes and
systems
• Understand the challenges associated
with substance- and product-related
regulations while gaining a greater
awareness of their business impacts
• Develop a sustainable, aﬀordable compliance strategy, road map, and IT
landscape that leverage your existing
investments
• Minimize compliance costs – especially
with regard to business processes and IT
• Safeguard your license to operate and
help ensure market access
• Turn compliance into a business opportunity by gaining the ability to serve
new markets in a compliant manner –
a key competitive advantage
FOR MORE INFORMATION
With a compliance assessment for sustainability regulations from SAP, you’ll
have a solid foundation for making fast,
informed decisions regarding how best
to manage compliance requirements.
For more information, contact your
SAP representative or visit us online
at www.sapsustainabilitytoday.com.

A compliance assessment for sustainability regulations
from SAP helps you ensure business continuity and
competitiveness – all while minimizing compliance
risks and costs.

www.sap.com/contactsap
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